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|. IMPORT AN EXISTING WEBSITE

In part one of the intros, you created a new site from scratch. Now, you want to create a new
template in the CMS from an existing web page on a live website — in this case you're going to use
a simple demo page, but you can use any page desired. The first thing you need to do is save the
page to your local computer if you do not have the original site files available. If you do have the
originals, use a standard page and the corresponding images/assets folder in lieu of the names

about to be used.

Content

(Pages,

Design)

\4

v

A. Create a New Template from a Web Page

To download and prepare an existing page:
1. Browse to your page in a web
browser, and do a Ctrl-S or File ->
Save As... to save the page — we will
use

http://www.hannonhill.com/demo/

2. Name the local file template.htm —
note that the web browser will
automatically create a corresponding

folder, named template_files , with
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dependent page assets like images and CSS files.

Go to your local hard drive, and find the folder where the files were just saved.

Zip the entire template_files folder into template_files.zip . Make sure you have zipped the
folder and not just the files inside. (Zip the folder by right-clicking on the folder and then
clicking Add to archive... and making sure that the Archive format is set to Zip. Another
option is to right click on the folder, select Send To, and then select Compressed (zip)
Folder).

With these two files — template.htm and template_files.zip — you are ready to bring in a standard

web page, with associated assets, as a new CMS template.

B. Unpack a Zip Archive

Now in the CMS, you need to upload and unpack the zip file.

To upload and unpack a zip file:

1.

If you are still logged in as the user ‘bill’ from the first intro, please logout of the software
and log back in as your original, more advanced user.

Click on Home in the top navigation menu if you aren’t already in the asset management
interface.

Click on the folder web, in the left

asset tree, created in the previous

intro.

Now that you are in our desired

folder, use the top navigation

menu, and select Tools -> Import

-> Zip Archive .

Click the Browse... button for the

Zip Archive field, and select

template_files.zip .

The Placement Folder should

automatically be set to web, but this can be changed by clicking on the browse icon.

Now click Submit to upload the zip file into the CMS and have it unpacked.
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C. Create Template from File

With the dependent template files in the system, you need to create a new template from the saved
web page file. The new template is going to be made by the CMS automatically converting the
saved HTML file.

To create a template from a file:

1. Create a new sub-folder under /web named templates by clicking the New -> Default
-> Folder button in the top navigation menu. For the templates folder, make sure to uncheck
the boxes for Include with publishing and Include with indexing because a pure
templates folder will never be used for either. Click Submit to record the new folder.

2. While in the templates folder, use the top navigation menu and select New -> Default
-> Template .

3. Click on System in order to give the template a name — in this case, we will call ours
standard . Note that the folder for the template is already defined as the folder you are
currently in, and in this case it is web/templates .

4. Click the browse folder icon next to Target, and choose the target web.

Click back on the Content pane. You'll leave the XML field blank and instead select a local
file for the template. To do this, click the Browse... button for the File Upload field, and
select the template.htm file you

just saved.

6. Check the box that says Convert
HTML to template XHTML - this
will run several routines,
converting the web page to a
system template. In addition, the
links, images, and CSS in the file
will be rewritten using the base
folder of the target as the root
path for this new site.

7. Click the Submit button to create
the new template.

8. You will notice once you submit your template that several blocks have automatically been
created. When a template is uploaded into Cascade Server, it automatically detects regions

and converts any content within those regions into individual blocks.
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If this were a modification of an existing template that is already associated with a configuration set,
you could go right to a page that uses the configuration set and see the result. In this case,
however, you need to assign the new template to an existing configuration set before you can

preview what the new design looks like.

D. Assign Template to Configuration Set

You want to assign your new template to the configuration set that is already being used by your
example page. To find this configuration set, you could go into the Administration area, or you

could access it in the Home area, directly from the example page that uses it.

To assign a template to a configuration set (accessed from the Home area):

1. Inthe Home area, select the web top-level folder in the left asset tree.

2. Click the page example .

3. Once the example page loads,
click on the Configurations
pane, under the View tab.

4. To access the configuration set,
click on the Configuration Set
Web Standard link.

5. You will now be taken into the
Web Standard configuration set
(located in the Administration
area).

6. Click on the View tab. Above
the Properties section, next to
the list of Configurations, you
will see HTML listed as the
default configuration. You want to change the newly uploaded template into the template
associated with this configuration. Click on the Edit tab and then select the Configurations
pane. Next to Template, click the browse icon. Navigate to and select your new template,
web/templates/standard, and click Confirm (if it isn’t already selected).

7. Click the Submit button to record the configuration change. When the View screen reloads,
you’'ll notice several new regions in the template with which dynamic content could be

assigned (you'll leave them blank for now).
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Now that your new template has been assigned to the configuration set, go back to your page,
where the configuration set is used, to see your page with the updated template.

There are two ways to return to the original page. You may click on Home and then navigate to the
web/example page; or you can access the page in the Administration area, directly from the

configuration set:

1. While still viewing the Web Standard configuration set, select the Subscribers tab. This tab
shows all assets that utilize this
configuration set.
2. Click web/example to be transported
back to that page. You can see the
page with the new template applied.
Now edit the page.
3. Click the Edit tab to bring up the
editor.
4. Now with the word processor open,
type in My second change .
5. Click Submit to save the changes.
You'll see the changes on the page in the
default content region. With the example page ready to go, you can now automatically import the

rest of the pages from the site.

Advanced Topic: Rewrite Assets Linked by JavaScript

Often times in your template you'll have JavaScript or other code that points to assets in the CMS.
To have these paths rewritten so that when published they become relative to the page, you have a

special pseudo tag. For the demo site, we have code like:

<a onmouseover="MM_swaplmage('services',",'/templa te_files/ser_on.jpg’,1)"
onmouseout="MM_swaplmgRestore()" href="/Services/Se rvices.html">
<img src="/demo/template_files/ser_off.jpg" name="s ervices" width="128"/></a>

The href and the src are automatically rewritten because they are standard attributes. To have
the image referenced in the onmouseover JavaScript function call rewritten, the onmouseover

attribute needs to be changed to:
onmouseover="MM_swaplmage(‘services',",'[system-
asset:file]/demo/template_files/ser_on.jpg[/system- asset:file]',1)"
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The opening [system-asset:file] followed by [/system-asset:file] both let the system
know that the path in-between the pseudo tags needs to be rewritten when published. Saving a
page in the web browser does not catch all of the images needed for the JavaScript. You will have
to manually download them one by one into your local template_files folder and then zip up the
folder again and upload and unpack the zip file. After the missing images are uploaded, you will
enter the pseudo tags into the template in the system and the JavaScript will work fine. In addition,

the convert template function looks for these JavaScript images and adds the pseudo tags.

E. Example Zip for Automatic Site Import

If you have the original files for your site, you can zip
up all the folders into a single zip file. If you don’t
have the originals or have dynamic pages that you
would like made into files, you can download and run
HTTrack Website Copier from

http://www.httrack.com/ to create a local site copy.

For this walk through, we will use our example demo
site, which can be downloaded from

http://www.hannonhill.com/downloads/demo.zip

and saved locally.

F. Upload and Unpack Zip File

To upload the zip file:
1. Click on the web folder, located in the left asset tree, in the Home area of the system.
2. From there, click Tools -> Import -> Zip Archive for the upload screen.

3. Now click the Browse... button for the Zip Archive field, and choose the downloaded

demo.zip zip file.
4. The Placement Folder will already be set to web, but this may be changed if needed.

5. Now click the Submit button to upload and unpack your site files.
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G. Integrate Folder Conversion

Now with all the HTML files in the system, you need to have them converted to system pages.

1.

2.

From the top navigation menu, select Tools -> Import -> Integrate Folder

Choose the designated system folder for the Base Folder . We will choose web as our

folder.

Browse for a Base Page that all converted files will be based on (this integrate folder
process can be done several times on different folders if different page types need to be

used). We will choose /web/example as our base page.

Next, if the existing content is based on a Dreamweaver Template (our demo site is), type a
comma separated list of Default
Region Names . These are the
names of the Dreamweaver editable
regions for the main page content.
The content will be chosen from the
first name specified in the list that is
found in the file. By default, without
any regions specified in the
imported files, all content between
the <body> and </body> tags is
put in the word processor region.
No modifications are necessary

when using the supplied demo site.

Click the Submit button to start the integration queue. Wait 30 seconds and click back on

web, in the left asset tree, to see the resulting system pages.

That's it — now, all of your existing content has been converted to system pages. It is best to click

through the pages and see the imported content in order to check for correctness. By default,

without any regions specified in the imported files, all of the content between the <body> and

</body> tags is put in the word processor region.
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Tips for Preparing Content for Import

With a local copy of a static file-based site downloaded, there are several preparation steps that

can be taken before bringing the content into the CMS.

1. Remove Design Elements
For pages that do not use Dreamweaver Templates or separate navigation items using
techniques such as scripting or server-side includes, it is important to remove any templates
or common elements before bringing the files in. For example, if a site has a common
header and footer, these should be removed from the files by using a global search and
replace. Using Dreamweaver MX 2004, a global search and replace of plain text or a regular
expression can be performed against an entire site to remove design elements. If your site
is already database driven or uses header and footer includes, you can modify the include
files removing their content and making them empty. Now run HT Track against your site to
make it static with only the main content in the body tags. With prepared static content, do

the standard process outlined above.

2. Optimize Titles
For pages that have common title words, it is best to do a global search and replace in order
to remove the common words because this information will be specified or dynamically
created in the system template. For example, if every page title starts with My Company
Inc. —, followed by the specific title information for the page, then a global search and
replace should be done looking for <title>My Company Inc. — and replacing it with simply
<title>. This is important because all of the static HTML page titles will be placed in the title
metadata field for the system page (meta description and meta keywords will also be

automatically placed in the appropriate system metadata field upon importing).

The resulting static files that are left, following these preparation steps, are bare bone files with only
the core content remaining. Everything between the <body> and corresponding </body> tags will
be placed in the page default content area. This content will be made available for editing in a
browser-based word processor, while the HTML metadata values will be put in the appropriate

system metadata fields.

With the static files converted to dynamic pages, the publish file extensions will be added based on
the target settings once the content is sent to the destination servers. In the CMS, all the converted

files will be standard pages with the appropriate icon.

10
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. DYNAMIC NAVIGATION MENUS

Now that you have the existing demo site integrated, you will want to take advantage of additional

system functionality — dynamic navigation menus. The first task is to set up our new blocks. You

want to create a context navigation index block and breadcrumbs index block.

L, — >
> —> |
L, — >

A. Context Navigation Index Block

To create a context navigation block:

1.

Browse to your blocks/index folder. For the demo, we don’t have one so we will create
/web/blocks/index .

In the index folder, click on New -> Default -> Block .

For Block Type , choose Index Block and click Submit .

You will be in the Content pane. For the Index Folder , choose the top-level folder of the
site. We will choose web. To do this, click the browse folder icon, select the appropriate
folder, and click the Confirm button in the browse folder window. If this field is left empty,
the block will index the contents of the page’s current folder.

For the Depth of Index , type 10. This is how many folders deep you want the index. If the
index folder is left blank, or a negative value is used here, the system returns an index block

showing that many folders above the requesting page.

11
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6. For Max Rendered Assets , type 0. This option is available if you need to limit the number

of assets rendered, but since
you don’'t want to limit it, you
will type O for an unlimited
number of assets rendered.

7. ForIndex Assets Types ,
check the box for Pages.

8. For Indexed Asset Content
check the box for Regular
Content (name, path) and
the box for User Metadata
(title, summary, etc).

9. Switch over to the System
pane and for the System
Name field, type in context-
navigation .

10. Now click Submit to save the new index block.

On the View block screen, you'll see the XML representation of the designated folder and sub-

folders, including their metadata.

B. Breadcrumbs Index Block

Now that we have the context
navigation index block, we need to
make the breadcrumbs index block.
This block will be similar in many
respects to the block we just created,
so we'll just make a copy of the context

navigation block and edit it.

To copy a block and create a
breadcrumbs index block:
1. Click the Copy tab of the index

block just created.

2. For the System Name field, type in breadcrumbs .

12
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6.

Click Submit to make the copy.

Now click the Edit tab on the breadcrumbs index.

Select the radio button that reads Start at current page and include its folder hierar ~ chy
(boxes and radio buttons that are already selected, should remain selected). This is done so
that a small XML document is returned for the index block.

Now click Submit to save the updated index block.

Notice that on this view screen, the XML document is not shown. The reason it isn’t shown is

because the XML document changes for every page depending on where the page exists in the

system. Now that you have your index blocks created, the second task is to enhance the template

for more regions.

C. Add Regions to a Template

To add regions to a template:

1.

First go to the existing

template. You can do

this by browsing to the

template or by clicking

on an existing page

that uses the

template. To reach

the template from a

page that uses it, click

on the page, click on

the Configurations

button, and then click

on the link for the

desired template. We

will click on /web/example and then use the Configurations pane to go to
Iweb/templates/standard

Once you are at the template, click the Edit tab.

For your integration, you're going to add two new regions — context navigation and
breadcrumbs. To do this, find the existing comment tag that denotes the default region (<!--
#BeginEditable "DEFAULT" -->) and put the following tags before it:
<system-region name="CONTEXT-NAVIGATION"/>

13
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<system-region name="BREAD-CRUMBS"/>
With the template content updated, click the Submit button to save the changes. By
creating the two new regions in

the template, you now have new

areas to insert blocks and

stylesheets to plug-in other

content.

Click the Edit tab again, and go to

the Regions pane so that you can

assign your blocks and

stylesheets to the newly created

regions. The editing interface now

has the two new regions and

allows for assignment of a block

and/or stylesheet.

Click the browse icon for the
BREADCRUMBS region Block ,

and browse to the new breadcrumbs index block located at

Iweb/blocks/index/breadcrumbs . Click the browse icon for the corresponding Stylesheet .

There is a standard breadcrumbs stylesheet distributed in the software with the path
/common/stylesheets/index/breadcrumbs

Now you need to do the same thing for the CONTEXT-NAVIGATION region Block and
Stylesheet . Click the browse icon for the Block, and select the new block
Iweb/blocks/index/context navigation . Now for the stylesheet, use the stylesheet
distributed in the software with the path /common/stylesheets/index/horiz nav - current
folder . Please note that index blocks and stylesheets can be applied to the DEFAULT
region, thereby overriding the word processor or Data Definition content. A common
example is putting in a dynamic site map in the main default region of a page.

With your blocks and stylesheets assigned, click the Submit button to save the template
changes. By applying the block and stylesheets to the two newly created regions, the
content from those two regions will be applied to all of the pages associated with this

template.

14
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Now browse to the

web/about page in the left

asset tree. When the page

loads, you will see the

context navigation menu

and the breadcrumbs. To

test it, Edit the page and

change the Display Name

Metadata field. When the

page reloads, you'll see the

new metadata value in the

breadcrumbs on the page.

You might not see the

folder name values in the

breadcrumbs hierarchy. To

fix this, browse to the parent web and Edit the folder's Metadata Display Name value (e.g.
“Traders Value”). Another thing to try is swapping out different navigation menus from the
/common/stylesheets/index/ folder in the system in order to see how XML index block content is
filtered and rendered differently. A good stylesheet to test is /common/stylesheets/index/site map

- unordered list .

D. XML/XSL Development

It is extremely valuable to download and install an XML/XSL IDE locally on your development
machine in order to write custom navigation menus and transform system data into the appropriate
output. Some good XML/XSL tools include:

Windows

0 Cooktop (http://www.xmlcooktop.com — free)

o0 XML Spy (http://www.altova.com — commercial)

0 Stylevision (http://www.stylevision.com — commercial)
Mac OS X/Unix/Linux

0 Eclipse (http://www.eclipse.org — free with http://www.xmlbuddy.com plug-in)

o Editix (http://www.editix.com — commercial under $100)

15
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The XML is supplied from the system via a data definition or index block. This XML is then marked
up by the XSL. It is recommended that the development of the XSL take place on your local
development machine and once perfected, uploaded into the system. For example, with the
Cooktop product you will have the XML in one tab and the XSL in another tab. As you make

changes to the XSL, you can run the transformation and see the resulting output in the HTML tab:

Three good online XSL tutorials include:

Norm Walsh: http://nwalsh.com/docs/tutorials/xsl/xsl/frames.html

W3Schools: http://www.w3schools.com/xsl/

Zvon: http://www.zvon.org/xxl/XSLTutorial/Books/Book1/

16
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lll. STRUCTURED DATA DEFINITIONS

Now, you want to create a structured data definition. A data definition is a way to capture forms-
based input into the system and have it outputted as transformable XML. You are going to create a
simple data definition with fields for company contact information and write the corresponding XSL
to transform it into HTML. There are five steps in creating and implementing a data definition:
1. Use the visual data definition builder (/common/data definition builder/), or write a data
definition by hand in XML.
2. Assign the data definition to the page via the page system settings.
Edit the page, and fill in the form capture fields from the data definition.
View the XML outputted from the data definition, and write a corresponding XSL stylesheet
to transform it to the desired output.
5. Apply the stylesheet to the page’s DEFAULT region to transform the content (do not supply
a block for the DEFAULT region because the data definition XML is automatically placed
there).

l
l

A. Create a Data Definition

To create a data definition:

1. Go to the Administration area, and select Data Definitions in the left navigation bar.

2. Click the New Data Definition button.

17
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5.

For the Name field, type in contact .
For the XML field, type in the following XML:
<system-data-structure>
<text identifier="paragraph" multiple="true" labe |I="Paragraph"

required="true" multi-line="true" />

<text identifier="company" label="Company" requir ed="true" />
<text identifier="phone" label="Phone" required=" true" />
<text identifier="fax" label="Fax" required="true ">

<text identifier="email" label="Email" required=" true" />

</system-data-structure>

Each text element represents an input field. The identifier attribute is the name of the
resulting XML element produced with the captured data. The label attribute is the value that
appears on the screen for the form field. The required attribute makes the user fill that field
in before submitting content.

Now click Submit to save the new data definition.

When you have the chance, please browse through the existing data definitions that came with the

software in order to see some of the advanced functionality available.

B. Attach a Data Definition

With the new contact data definition ready, you want to copy an existing page and attach it,

replacing the word processor. In addition, please try out the visual data definition builder found in

the /common/data definition builder/  folder under the main asset area of the system (the Home

area).

To copy a page and attach a data definition:

N

© © N o g ko

Go back to the Home area.

Browse to the page you would like to copy. We will select our example page created earlier
Iweb/example .

Click the Copy tab.

In the System Name field, type contact-us .

Click Submit to copy the page.

Go to the Edit tab.

Click on the System pane in order to show the page settings.

Click the browse icon located to the right of Data Definition .

Select the contact data definition and click Confirm .

18
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

20.
21.

Check the box that says Use data definition
remain checked

Click Submit to save the

page changes.

The page will reload and the

main default region will be

empty. Click the Edit tab.

Instead of the word

processor, you now have the

data definition form (labeled

contact ). For the

Paragraph field, type in My

first paragraph .

For the Company field, type

My company .

For the Phone field, type 123-123-1234.
For the Fax field, type 123-123-1235.

(boxes that are already checked, should

For the Email field, type me@mycompany.com .

Click the Submit button to save the changes. The page will reload and the information that

you entered in the data definition form will appear in the main default region.

In order to add a new paragraph, click on the Edit tab in order to return to the data definition

form. Click the single plus ‘+’ sign above the Paragraph field to add a new paragraph.

For the lower empty Paragraph field, type My second paragraph .

Click the Submit button to save the changes.

The page will reload and all of the values just entered will run together. You need to attach

presentation logic to the XML representing the data collected in the data definition. First, you want

to look at the resulting XML document created from the output of the data definition. View the HTML

source of the resulting page (by right-clicking on the

page, selecting This Frame and then View Frame

Source), and look for the tag <system-data-

structure>

</system-data-structure>

. The XML snippet ends with

. The elements, in

between the open and close system-data-structure

tag, correspond to the identifier put in the data

19
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definition and the value filled in the form when editing the page. You can copy this XML snippet into
your favorite XML/XSL IDE and write a corresponding XSLT to make it into HTML with the desired

formatting and CSS classes.

C. Create a Stylesheet

You want to go ahead and write a simple XSL to transform this XML into HTML.
To create an XSL stylesheet:
1. Browse to your existing stylesheets folder, or create a new folder. We don’t have a folder, so
we will create /web/stylesheets .
2. Once in the desired folder, click on New -> Default -> Stylesheet in the top navigation
menu to create the new stylesheet.
3. For the XML field, put in the following:
<xsl:stylesheet version="1.0"
xmins:xsl="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/XSL/Transform">
<xsl:output method="xml" />
<xsl:template match="/system-data-structure">
<div><!-- We always need a root tag for transfo rms -->
<xsl:for-each select="paragraph">
<p><xsl:value-of select="." /></p>

</xsl:for-each>

<p>
<strong><xsl:value-of select="company" /></ strong><br/>
Phone: <xsl:value-of select="phone" /><br / >

Fax: <xsl:value-of select="fax" /><br />
Email: <a>
<xsl:attribute name="href">mailto:<xsl:va lue-of select="email"
[></xsl:attribute>
<xsl:value-of select="email" />
</a>
</p>
</div>
</xsl:template>

</xsl:stylesheet>

20
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The XSL matches the root XML element, <system-data-structure> , and then loops over
all of the paragraph elements, outputting their values. The company element is then outputted in
bold, followed by the phone and fax elements. Finally, the email element is turned into a mailto
link and outputted. If you like, copy this XSL into your favorite XML editor, and make sure it is
well formed and proper. You can
even run the transformation
against the XML from the view
source above in a typical
XML/XSL IDE.
4. Now go into the System pane,

and type in contact-us for the

Name field. It is generally a

good practice to name the

stylesheet the same name as

the data definition to which it

is transforming the resultant

XML content.
5. Click Submit to save the new

stylesheet.

Now, your XSL is ready to be applied to the XML produced from the data definition content.

D. Apply a Stylesheet to a Data Definition

To apply a stylesheet to a page data definition:
1. Browse to the desired page that uses a data definition. We will use the page that was just
created: /web/contact-us .
2. Click the Edit tab, and select the Configurations pane to display the available
configurations.
3. The default configuration, HTML, will be shown. Click the browse icon located next to
Stylesheet in the DEFAULT region row.
4. Select the stylesheet you just created, and click Confirm in the browse icon window. We will
select /web/stylesheets/contact-us
5. Click the Submit button to record the change.
You will now see the same page as before, except the XML data from the data definition has been

transformed into standard HTML and outputted in the default region. You will see the formatting,
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which includes spacing, bold,

and the hyperlinked email

address. Try changing the

stylesheet just created to see

different outputs on the page. A

good tip when you are working

on a stylesheet in the system

and you want to see the

changes on the page is to move

your mouse over to the icon

denoting the page region, and

click on the icon. Then click on

the Edit tab under the stylesheet

listing, or click on the pencil

icon located to the left of the stylesheet listing, which is labeled web/stylesheets/contact-us . After
saving the changes in the stylesheet, in the top navigation menu, click on History and then click on

the corresponding page to quickly jump back to it.

Thanks for going through Part 2 of the Technical Introduction. Part 3 is available online:
Learn how to set up PDF, Printer Friendly, and XML configurations, create and
associate workflows, and display recent press releases.

http://hannonhill.com/downloads/pdf/cascade/Technical Intro 3.pdf

Please let us know if we can answer any guestions.
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